Wealth in the Using
of transport, and international in foodstuffs or some
kinds of clothing. The organizations which akeady
exist have never been used on an adequate scale.
The needs of the peoples of the world have never
been made the basis of public policy.
The Education of the Consumer
Outside the State-organizations for the protection
of the consumer and the promotion of his interests,
there are the Consumers' Co-operative Societies of
many countries. These have a part to play in the
development of a public policy aiming at the increased
use of available goods. But they, like any group
which advocates public action based upon surplus
and consumption rather than upon want and produc-
tion, have to contend with the deep-seated prejudice
against regarding bacon, for example, as something
to be eaten 'rather than as something to be sold.
And this "economic" obsession is itself supported
by the quite baseless assumption that every one
knows what to do with anything he can get. The edu-
cation of the consumer is so little advanced that no
consumer believes that he needs education. Even the
Consumers' Co-operative Societies have been very
conventional in their supply of furniture, clothing,
and food. They have generally tried to distribute
imitations of middle-class taste to those with lower
incomes. They have not educated their members in
the more modern uses of houses, or clothing, or food.
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